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1) Age? 34. 
 

2) Married, single? Any kids, pets? Wife: 
McCall. We have a black lab (Bonnie Blue), 
and a cat (Wink). 

 
3) Joined NEATO?  September 1993 
 
4) Where are you from?  I currently live in 
Neptune Beach, Florida. It’s located in NE 
Florida not far from Georgia. Born in 
Savannah, Ga.; lived in West Virginia; The 
Hague, Netherlands; Ithaca, NY; DeLand, 
Florida; Canton Ohio; Des Moines, Iowa; 
Lake Worth, Florida and Atlantic Beach, 
Florida. 
  

5) Tell us about your first Bus?  Bought my 
first Bus in 1993 as a Junior at Stetson 
University. Paid $800, was a ’65 Sundial type 
conversion kit, L87. Owned it for 4 years, sold  

 
 
it to get my ’58 single cab. 
  
6) What motivated you to buy your first 
Bus?  Classic looks and styling.  To go 
surfing in New Smyrna Beach and camping in 
between classes and on the weekends. 
  
7) How many Buses have you owned? 7 
Total: 1956 SC, 1958 SC, 1964 SC, 1965 
13W Deluxe, 1965 Westy, 1966 Deluxe, 1967 
Westy. Currently have the ’58 SC, ’65 13W & 
’66 13W. 
  
8) Do you wrench on your own Buses or 
farm out?  Farmed out the first 4 years of 
owning a bus. I had no mechanical aptitude or 
space to work on it. In ’97-’98 had the space, 
friends and will power to learn. Now, I do all 
of my own work. Occasionally, asking friends 
for guidance. 
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9) Stock or Slammed?  Prefer stock but can 
appreciate a well done lowered Bus. 
  
10) Best road trip done in your Bus?  
Would have to be the Appalachian mountains 
or any day at the beach. 
  
11) Favorite Color Combo of a Bus?  
Anything stock and uncommon: Velvet green; 
Palm Green/Sand Green; Turkis/ Postal 
Yellow. 
  
12) Best breakdown story:  Bought a Westy 
and was towing it home. Three miles from 
previous owner’s house the front wheel passes 
me going down a rural highway. Right into a 
briar patch. I never checked to see if the 
spindle nuts were there. Of course, driver’s 
side was not. Didn't know at the time it was 
reverse thread. Took me over a week to figure 
that one out. Some of my bus friends call me 
lefty due to this incident. 
  
13) Dream Bus?  Early Barndoor 1950-1953.  
Preferably a barndoor single cab or barndoor 
15W deluxe (if there ever really was one). 

  
14) Custom paint or OG color?  Prefer an 
original paint Bus. If resprayed, would choose 
OG color. 
  
15) Favorite bus accessory or add on?  I'm a 
sucker for dealer license plate frames and 
“year of” tag. All of my buses wear vintage 
“year of” tags. 
  
16) Any other vintage vehicles? 1958 
Porsche 356 Coupe & a bunch of old bicycles 
(11) 
  
17) Tell us something you’re proud of, non-
bus related?  Won two state golf titles in high 
school. 
  
18) Any advice to new Bus owners?  Get to 
know your local bus crowd, join NEATO, surf 
the web for research and resources 
(thesamba.com). Buy a Bentley’s and John 
Muir’s idiots guide. 
  
19) Tunes?  Classic Rock, Trance, 
Alternative, Punk and Reggae.  Most anything 
that’s catchy. 
  

20) What do you due to 
support your Bus habit?  
Senior Account Manager in 
Sales. 
  

21) Worst/funniest trend with 
Buses?  1980's/1990' s day-glow 
paint jobs (bright neon pinks, 
yellows and greens) 
  

22) Samba Id name: mpribanic. 
 

Mark Pribanic is the organizer 
of Bulli Brigade #14, the Bus 
event held on November 10, 
2007 in St. Petersburg, Florida.

 


